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Ile-Ife: “The Source” of African Religion   

African religion migrated from Africa to the Western Hemisphere 
by way of the slave trade.  The religions of the people of African 
descent who live in the Western Hemisphere (the “African Dias-
pora”), which include Voodoo (Haiti and Martinique), Santeria 
(Cuba, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Dominican Republic, Mexico), 
Candomble (Brazil) and the Shango Baptist/Orisha Religion 
(Trinidad & Tobago), are branches of a tree that is rooted in the 
religion of the Yoruba people of Western Nigeria, commonly 
called Ifa or Isese Agbaye.   At the center of the religion is an an-
cient city, located in Osun State, Nigeria, called Ile-Ife.  Practitio-
ners of African-based religions around the world refer to the city 
of Ile-Ife as “The Source.” 

Chief Adeyeye A. Adekola, Personal Traditional Aide to Ooni, Left, Gro 
Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol, right.  (Meeting at Ile-Ife, Osun State 
Nigeria) 

Pennsylvania Court Defers to  
Organization Representing  

African-based Religions 

In a landmark decision, the Honorable 
James Murray Lynn of Philadelphia Com-
mon Pleas Court ruled that, in a dispute 
involving spiritual matters in the Voodoo 
religion, the Court must accept and en-
force the decision of a tribunal convened 
by the National African Religion Con-
gress. 

“ORDER

 

– AND NOW, on this 14th day of Feb-
ruary, 2007, after a three-day trial before the 
undersigned, this Court finds that:  (a)  The 
National African Religion Congress (the 
“Congress”) is the recognized   
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At the law firm of Astor Weiss Kaplan & 
Mandel, LLP Left to right: Gro Hungan Yabofe 
Noványón Idizol/George Ware; Jerrold V. Moss, 
Esq.; Gro Hungan Yatande Noványón Idizol; Gro 
Mambo Angela Noványón Idizol, Chairperson; 
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LePeristyle Haitian Sanctuary’s Humofor.  

(Cont. page 2) 

(Cont. page 7) 

Change in NARC’s Governing Structure Page 25 
Special Thanks                 Page 26 
Editorial — Akin B. Ware               Page 27 



National African Religion Congress/NARC World International 

Pennsylvan ia Cour t Defer s t o Organizat ion Represent ing  
African-based Religions  

representative in the United States of African-based religions; (b)  A tribunal of the Congress convened a hear-
ing after due notice to Jenavia Thompson-Weaver, one of the defendants, and one of the tribunal’s findings 
was that said defendant was not the owner of seven (7) Govis and four (4) other shrines (collectively “the 
Shrines”) which the defendants had removed from the plaintiff’s sanctuary (LePeristyle Haitian Sanctuary) on 

September 10, 2005; (c)  The question of the ownership of the 
Shrines is clearly a religious matter, and following the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in Watson v. Jones, and its progeny, 
this Court will apply the “Deference Rule” and give deference 
to the findings of the Congress’ tribunal that the Shrines do not 
belong to the defendants”.  

LePeristyle Haitian Sanctuary, a Voodoo church located in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, brought suit against Jenavia 
Thompson-Weaver and her husband, Jeffrey Weaver, seeking 
the return of Voodoo shrines.  Mrs. Thompson-Weaver was a 
High Priestess of the Voodoo religion who severed her ties 
with LePeristyle and, claiming ownership, took with her sacred 
objects called shrines that had been dedicated to her use by 
Gro Mambo (High Priestess) Angela Novanyon Idizol, 
LePeristyle’s founder.  LePeristyle brought the matter to the 
National African Religion Congress, an organization represent-
ing all African-based religions practiced in the Western Hemi-
sphere, for resolu-
tion.  The Congress 

ruled that the shrines must be returned.  Suit was brought to resolve 
the ownership issue when the Weavers refused to return the sacred 
objects.  

LePeristyle was represented at trial by Philadelphia attorney Jerrold 
(Jim) Moss, Esquire.  Gro Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol and Gro 
Hungan Yabofé Noványón Idizol, chairperson and president of the 
Congress shepherded Mr. Moss on the protocols and traditions of 
African based religion. The Congress also called upon Samuel 
Foley, Jr., Esquire (Hungan Kontanavi Elever), to aid in the re-
search of spiritual grounds and bring a valuable perspective to the 
courtroom both as a Priest-in-training at LePeristyle and as an offi-
cer of the court.Research on the issue of disputes involving spiritual 
property was the basis for LePeristyle’s argument that the 
“Deference Rule” should be applied.  It was in his research that he discovered that in The Presbytery of Bea-
ver-Butler of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States vs. Middlesex Presbyterian Church, the Su-
preme Court of Pennsylvania, citing the 1871 decision of the United States Supreme Court in Watson vs. 
Jones, established the Deference Rule as law in Pennsylvania.  The Deference Rule states that “whenever the 
questions of discipline, or of faith, or ecclesiastical rule, custom, or law have been decided by the highest of 
these church judicatories to which the matter has been carried, the legal tribunals must accept such decisions as 
final, and as binding on them in their application to the case before them.” Because this was new ground for 

Left to right: Gro Hungan Yabofe Novanyon Idizol/
George Ware, President; Ayaba Osungbemi; Gro 
Mambo Angela Novanyon Idizol, Chairperson; Hun-
gan Kontanavi Elever/Samuel Foley, Esq.; Gro Hun-
gan Yatande Novanyon Idizol arrive at attorney’s 
office to receive their shrines after a 17-month  
struggle.   

Gro Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol prepares 
for divination for the Govi/Shrines that were 
returned by the Weavers at the attorney’s office.  
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Angélá and Gro Hungan Yabofé provided him with the doctrines and protocols of the religion. Mr. Moss was 
educated by these representatives of LePeristyle in African-based religion and had to be trusted by them with 
information on the religion to become the expert on African-based religion that he is now.  

The testimony offered during the three-day trial by George Ware, a High Priest of the Voodoo religion and 
President of the National African Religion Congress, educated the Court regarding the history of the practice              

       (Cont. page 16)  

Hiding Behind West er n Law  

Gro Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol is the Head of 
House and founder of LePeristyle Haitian Sanctuary 
which has been noted by many publications as 
America’s leading Haitian Voodoo sanctuary  with a 
501(C)(3) status.  Jenavia Thompson-Weaver was a 
Priestess at LePeristyle and her husband Jeffrey 
Weaver was a Priest-in-training.  On or about Sep-
tember 10, 2005, while Gro Mambo and 
LePeristyle’s senior Priests were on vacation in Flor-
ida, the Weavers severed their relationship with 
LePeristyle.  On that date, in spite of being told not 
to, they parked their car at the back door of the Sanc-
tuary and took 12 spiritual shrines from the Sanctu-
ary’s altars.  They also took large quantities of medi-
cines from the Sanctuary. The dozen or more 1-
pound ZipLoc bags of medicines taken were, worth 
many thousands of dollars.  

What should a Priest or Priestess do and what do 
many of them do?  The Priest will become outraged 
and the Priestess will simply cry with hurt and anger.  
They will make limited contact with the individual 
because by that time the individual who has left the 
house is now being rude and evasive while holding 
onto spiritual implements that do not belong to them. 
Such ignominy is a total violation and breach of pro-
tocols for any Priest or Priestess who holds the 
power to birth a shrine, i.e., govi, soperas, pots, etc.  

Gro Mambo Angélá Noványón Idizol passed the 
problem to Haiti.  Gro Hungan Hilaire Michel told 
Gro Mambo to tell the girl (Jenavia) to give every-
thing back prior to his death. Jenavia was given 
many opportunities to return everything that she had 
taken. When she didn’t, the Spiritual Council of 
Noványón removed her from the ranks of Priesthood.  
Later a hearing was held by a tribunal of the National 
African Religion Congress, which, among other find-
ings, rejected Jenavia’s claim to ownership of the 

shrines, and confirmed the decision of the 
Noványón Council to remove Jenavia from the 
ranks of the Priesthood.  

These actions still did not bring the shrines back to 
LePeristyle.  Eight (8) months passed. Gro Mambo 
Angélá Noványón Idizol and the family of 
LePeristyle filed a complaint in the Civil Courts 
against the Weavers May 2006. Gro Mambo said, 
“I always told my godchildren that there is no 
amount of money that any individual can pay for a 
shrine.  You cannot buy God.  You can pay me a 
donation for my work and expertise and everything 
that is needed for the party and sacrifices, but you 
cannot buy the wind, the rain, the fire, the river.  
Nor can you buy the ocean.  You can spend as 
much as you wish for any standard of life but you 
cannot buy God.”  Gro Mambo could not knock on 
their door and retrieve the shrines as the protocols 
of the religion dictate. She could not send any other 
Priest or Priestess from her Humofor or any Priest 
or Priestess from any other house to retrieve the 
shrines because they (the Weavers) were protected 
by the law.  

Fifteen (15) months later and driven by determina-
tion, Gro Mambo and the spiritual family were in a 
battle to bring the spiritual medicines and shrines 
back to LePeristyle. They also wanted the Weavers 
to pay back the thousands of dollars that were 
loaned for a baby adoption, as well as furnishings 
that were loaned for the baby adoption’s home 
study. Gro Mambo found herself answering ques-
tions from the Weaver’s attorney designed to de-
grade African spirituality and her credibility.  Days 
turned into weeks and the Weavers continued to 
pass information to their attorney, again placing 
Gro Mambo in a position where she felt that they 
were trying to destroy her character.  Gro Mambo  
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were called because the Weavers reported someone 
had a gun and was going to blow Jenavia’s head off.  
On a different day, the police officer told Gro 
Mambo that they were called because there was a 
mob in the street.  Another day the Weavers reported 
the spiritual family was going to break into their 
house and kill their adopted son and on still another 
day the police went speeding through the street in the 

police van with a report that there was a gun fight on 
the street. The spiritual family of LePeristyle Haitian 
Sanctuary, Philadelphia, PA demonstrated for ap-
proximately 14 days in the bitter cold of December, 
carrying signs in front of them which read: “You 
Can’t Buy God,” “Give Back The Voodoo Shrines,” 
“Pay Back The Money For The Baby Adoption,” “I 
Love You Daughter But You Are Wrong”, etc.  

During the days of the demonstrations, the Weavers 
went to court and filed an emergency motion for in-
junctive relief which failed on the first request.  The 
Weavers then went back to court again with a con-
tinuation of the request. The request was granted and 
the Weavers won the injunctive relief but they had to 
stipulate that the demonstrations were peaceful and 
that there hadn’t been any violence. Gro Mambo be-
lieved that the judge ordered the injunction because 
he did not understand that there are cultural and 
spiritual issues involved in this dispute which are as 
important as the financial issues on which he based 
his decision. The exercise of First Amendment free 
speech rights that the demonstrations represented  

responded by using her spiritual protocol, by taking 
the Weaver’s battle to their home.  She could not 
knock on the door because the Weavers were hiding 
behind Western law, so Gro Mambo and the spiritual 
family began a demonstration on the street in front of 
their house.    

It is time for all Heads of Houses to “STAND UP 
AND FIGHT FOR WHAT IS YOUR PROTOCOL.”  
This is the first time that a Priestess legally chal-
lenged former godchildren.  Jeffrey Weaver, who 
was formerly a Priest-in-training and a drummer in 
LePeristyle, opened his door and saw the protest in 
the street.  He laughed at the spiritual family and 
hurled profanity at Gro Mambo and the demonstra-
tors, flipping his middle finger upward. The Weavers  

called the police. Jeffrey told the police to arrest Gro  
Mambo because she was the leader of a cult.  Gro 
Mambo explained to the police that she was there to 
ask the Weavers to give back the spiritual shrines  
that they took from her sanctuary.  The police did not 
arrest Gro Mambo as Jeffrey requested. Instead the 
police called the Civil Affairs Unit. Gro Mambo and 
the spiritual family were allowed to continue their 
demonstration as long as they followed the directions 
of the Civil Affairs Unit of the Philadelphia Police 
Department, which was involved and present from 
the beginning of the demonstration. The Weavers 
retaliated by calling the police, filing eight (8) re-
ports which the police determined were unfounded. 
One day a police officer told Gro Mambo that they 

Jenavia Thompson-Weaver and Jeffrey Weaver laughing 
at the demonstrators.   

Jeffrey Weaver telling the police officer to arrest Gro Mambo 
because she was the leader of a cult.  
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