N AT QO N AL AF:R. |1 C A N G |

O N C O NGURES S

MAY 2004

VOLUME 6, EDITION 1

!

Lo

. CéhferencHihligh‘rs
Religious Preservation

' he National African Religion Congress hosts its Sixth Annual Conference

* and World "Ceremony of Ceremonies,” August 26-29 at the Orange County
Convention Center, Orlando, Fla. The conference theme, Preservation of
African-Based Religions, addresses issues related to practitioners' religious liber-
ties and growth in Diaspora communities. The first presentation session of the
conference, entitled Bridging the Gap Of Understanding, focuses on developing
cross-cultural understanding of African-based religions practiced in the Diaspora.

THIS SESSION is potentially the most informative in relation to validating
one’s religious rights with Police Departments, Licenses and Inspections, C ity
Ordinances, Fire Departments, etc. For many years, these civic bureaucracies have
been contacted in an attempt to dissuade practitioners from fully practicing their
traditional beliefs. Bridging the Gap establishes a multicultural and interdiscipli-
nary dialogue between civic and health agencies, the Police Departments and
practitioners of African-based religions, fostering harmony and greater cultural
understanding. The goal is to build bridges of communication, so that practitioners
and non-practitioners can live in the same community without friction.

Conference continued on page 4
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MEDICAL PROVIDERS
ALLIANCE BROKERED
NARC establishes procedures for
alternative healthcare alliance. Page 8

NARC SETTLES SCIFI SUIT
Its the first time Hollywood has acknow-
ledged the debasive depiction of African-
based religious practices and beliefs that
were purported to be “real.” Page 6

Hip-Hop SYMPOSIUM
Panel discussion explores relationship
between Hip-Hop, African drum and
spiritual rhythms. Page 5

Tradition vs. NEW AGE
Many have spiritual powers, as shown by
the vast numbers of psychics & spiritualists,
but they are not Priests. Page 3
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