
T h e H o n o r a b l e 
Mayor John F. Street 
sent representative                       
Nanc y Morgan , 
Ph.D., to  officiate 
the Grand Opening 
Ribbon-Cutting Cere-
mony, Aug. 5, 11 
a.m. at the Interna-
tional Headquarters 
of the National Afri-
can Religion Con-
gress (NARC World), 
5104 N. Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 
19141, in the city’s 
Logan section.  In a 
celebration highlight-
ing multiculturalism 
and religious toler-
ance, NARC’s open-
ing featured libations 

by Gro Mambo An-
gélá Noványón Idizol 

and Chief Priest 
Prince Baba Awo 
Adeyemi Ogunde, 
percussionist drum-
ming and free sam-

plings of Cuban, Hai-
tian, Brazilian and Afri-

can cuisines.  

The National 
African Relig-
ion Congress 
(NARC) is the 
governing board 
representing all 
religions of the 
African Dias-
pora worldwide.  

NARC is re-
sponsible for 
certification of 

those Babalawos, Iya-
loshas, Babaloshas, 
Mambos, Hungans and 
Priests /Priestesses rep-
resenting the religions 

Grand Opening Highlights International 
H eadqu arters fo r th e Natio n al African 
Religion Congress/NARC World 

of Santeria /Lukumi, 
the Voodoo of Haiti, 
Ifa, Yoruba, Can-
domble, Orisa tradi-
tion of Trinadad and 
Tobago and the Akan 
religion of Ghana.  

Just as the Catholic 
Church is governed 
by the Vatican and 
administered by the 
regional diocese, the 
National African Re-
ligion Congress veri-

fies the legitimacy of 
Priests and Priest-
esses of African 
based religion.   

NARC also serves as 
the agency acting as 

National African Religion Congress  
International Headquarters, Philadelphia, PA 

Special points of interest: 

National African Religion Congress Conference, 
Ceremony and Research Facility. 

NARC is working for All! 
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Do n ’t Gue ss o n the Le gitim acy...Ve rify  



1999, NARC has forged unifica-
tion for practitioners of African-
based religions and 
its supporters.  To its 
credit, the network is 
now inclusive of 
clergy, scholars, arti-
sans, and dignitaries 

spanning many countries includ-
ing Brazil, Haiti, Cuba, Vene-

zuela, England, Ja-
maica, Africa, 
Puerto Rico and 50 
states nationally.  
NARC also serves 
as an official li-

Priests, Priestesses, Babalawos, 
Iyalorisas, professors and re-
searchers of African-derived 
faiths, as well as scholars of 
comparative religion.  In addi-
tion, NARC provides biographic 
information for all certified 
Priests.  From its inception in 

the liaison between practitioners, 
government, civic agencies 
(federal government, municipal 
government, law enforcement 
agencies, etc.) and the general 
public.  When conflict and misun-
derstanding arise, NARC inter-
venes to bring correction, clarifi-
cation and organization.  NARC 
seminars on cultural diversity help 
law enforcement agencies deter-
mine which priests/priestesses are 
legitimate   and which are not. 
The public was invited to attend 
the momentous event.  Following 
the ribbon cutting, a proclamation 
from the Office of the Governor 

was presented to Founder Gro 
Mambo Angela Noványón, 

Idizol, applauding the organiza-
tion’s success in bridging cross-
cultural communications be-
tween global communities.  The 
Honorable Mayor John F. 
Street’s proclamation declared 
August 4—10, 2003 as African 
Religion Unity Week. 

The launching and presentation 
of The National African Relig-
ion Congress International Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-
esses, 4th Edition, a 525-page 
trilingual (English, Spanish and 
French) volume was more than a 
success. The volume features 
presentations authored by 

     

cense provider for travel to Cuba 
for religious and cross-cultural 
study for NARC  Members. 

NARC has established a multi-
lingual African Culture and Re-
ligion library and Research Fa-
cility.  The target for completion 
is January 2004.   

Much of the time, students, re-
searchers and scholars find their 
way to the spiritual houses of 
priests and priestesses for infor-
mation on African-based relig-
ion.  Though sincere, they may 
be misinformed or inaccurate.   

The Research Library staff of 
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The Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s / NARC Wo rld  
Directory Of Priests and Priestesses  

Ribbo n Cuttin g an d Pro clam atio n Pre se n tatio n Fro m the 
H o n o rable Mayo r Jo hn F. Stre e t 

Th e Natio n al African Re ligio n Co n gre s s / NARC Wo rld 
Co n fe re n ce , Ce re m o n y an d Re se arch Facility — 2nd Floor 

IF YOU CAN BE VERIFIED  THEN 

WHAT IS STOPPIING YOU FROM 

CERTIFYING ? 

“STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!” 

TH E N ATI O N AL AF R I CAN R E LI GI O N CO N GR E SS 

NARC FACILITY 
African Religion Research Library 

Regional Sec. –NARC Office Ile-Ife, 
Chief Adekunle Akintitan,  Board Mem-
ber Babalawo Alvarez, Babalowo Chief 
Adeyela Adelekan Board Member 
NARC, London, UK  (Left to right) 
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When a meeting 
needs to be held 
between spiritual 
houses or within the 
community, finding 
a place to meet be-
comes a necessity.  Have your 
meeting in the National African 
Religion Congress’s Conference 
Room, a neutral space fully 
equipped to handle your meet-

ing, with a large 
hardwood confer-
ence table seating 
ten, black leather 
chairs, plush red car-
peting, and bright 

track lighting.   

Often the ancient traditions of 
these cultures are forced to com-
promise.  We practice our tradi-
tions in our homes.  Sometimes  

Patron members the space, free-
dom, and privacy to independ-
ently carry out meetings, initia-
tions, services, bembes, offer-
ings, seminars, and more, free of 
harassment, and without the 
need to compromise. 

Introducing the National African 
Religion Congress facility fea-
turing: Professional Conference 
Room. 

knowledgeable practitioners is 
available to identify the misin-
formation and to  correct the in-
accuracies that are found in pub-
lications on African culture, tra-
dition, and religion.   

We also maintain the National 
African Religion Congress Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-
esses, the first official listing of 
verified priests and priestesses, 
which can be used as a referral 
source to contact priests and 
priestesses who may be con-
sulted about their religious be-
liefs and practices. The National 
African Religion Congress Di-
rectory of Priests and Priest-

esses contains papers written by 
practitioners for presentation at 
NARC’s annual conference, a 
listing of the religious doctrines 
of African faiths as they are 
practiced throughout the world, a 
trilingual glossary of terms com-
monly used in African Religions 
and the practitioners’ directory 

listings.   

The National African Religion 
Congress is the premier organi-
zation equipped to cater to the 
needs of Priests and Priestesses 
of the religions of the African 
Diaspora.  NARC has the   solu-
tion.  We offer Certified Priests 
and Priestesses, Associates, and 

       

this causes problems because of 
a lack of understanding about 
our traditions in our communi-
ties.  Often the police, fire  de-
partments, license and inspection 
agencies, or even the SPCA are 
called to respond to calls from 
our neighbors and interrupt  

our ceremonies.  In other cases, 
the problem could be as simple 
as not having enough space to 
conduct a ceremony.  Have your 
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Professional Conference Room  

Research Library  

H ave Your Next M eet ing At NARC’S Faci l i t y 

“ NARC has the  solution” 

NARC FACILITY —- Research Library 


